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June 9, 1983 

Charles A. Whi t e, P.E. 
Regional Administrator 
Department of Health Services 
2151 Berkeley Way 
Berkeley, CA 94704 

Dear Mr. l'lhi te: 

Enclosed is a copy of a let t er from James E. Ratcl if f, 
Jr. in response to my letter of ~lay 26, 1983. I assume 
he did not send a copy direc tly to you since there is 
no reference to his doing so on the face ·of the let ter. 

He are in the process of obtaining from the title 
insurance company a full chain of title and copies 
of deeds and leases and will make those availabl e to 
you when we receive them. 

l~i th respect to the ownership of the s ubject property, 
our information is ~hat it was in the Parr-Cox family 
since ~vorld lvar I. We believe that the acquisiti on 
of the property by Parr-Richmond Termi nal Company in 
1955 from Parr I ndustrial Corporation was an i ntra­
f a mily matter but are, of course, checking thi s out. 

/i~~re_ll~j@'{(t(d~'f/(_/ / -;.::%~~·,.~ 
{/(_ i ttL /f' \("!} ;. ~ 
~ERALD D. MARCUS \.~ ~? 
GOM:aeg 
Enc-

cc: ~ir. Richard Levin 

<.i' ..:~.~·\ ~ .,. , ... ~..., 

{ <f ... \(',> 
' ,, ' 

~,, 

~ 



THACHER, JONES, CASI!Y & RATCLIFF" 

" PAo,castO"'A.J.. Co • PO:att-ON 

A TTOANEVS A':" l ..L.W 

300 MONTG 0"'4£R1 5 TA ££T, S.utn:: 700 

5-A.N F'ftANCI 5CC , CA1.1F0::1Nf#.. 90:. t04 

t lk~ !$ , 981~143~ 

J une 6, 1983 

Gerald D. Marcus, Esq. 
Hanson, Bridgett, Marcus, Vlahos & Stromberg 
333 Market Street, Suite 2300 
Sa.n Francisco, CA 94 105 

Dear Mr. Marcus: 

713; ?clsl 

I have referred your recent inquiry to Mr. Cox and 
discussed the history of the premises you refer to. Parr 
Industrial Corporation owned the property many years ago, 
and at some point leased it to a concern in New York named 
R. J. Prentice Co. or something like that. Shor t ly the 
lease \~as taken over by the local Prentice~ manager, Eugene 
Heckathorn, who continued the business for several years as 
The Heckathorn Company. Apparently they received bulk DOT 
by rail, ground, mixed and bagged it, and delivered it to 
the armed forces. These operations ceased by 1954 and the 
building had been empty for at least a year when Parr­
Richmond Terminal Company acquired the property, I bel ieve 
in 1955. The building was empty thereafter and e ventuall y 
was t orn down by the company. No operations"lnvol ving 
pesticides of any kind were carried on by Parr-Richmond 
Terminal Company during its 0\mership of the premises in 
question, nor was the property let to any other concern. 

As I reported, apparently the records of any of this 
are all destroyed, so that I doubt any further de t ails can 
be developed . 

Yours very truly, 

~ •' ) 

t\1 : > \~~;:-~(ln-,~("...,.._ ___ '-- . ~ r 
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.James E. Ratc l iff, Jr • 
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